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The Candles of the
Advent Wreath

The lighting of an Advent Wreath is a traditional custom that originated in
Germany in the 16th-century. On the branches of the wreath are four candles:
three purple and one pink candle.
In the center of the wreath sits a white candle.

Special
Upcoming
Events for Holy
Family
*12/8 - Feast of
the Immaculate
Conception –
Mass for 3rd and
4th grades
*12/10 – No
School Mass

On the first Sunday of Advent, the first purple (or violet) candle is lit. This is
called the "Prophecy Candle" and recalls the prophets, particularly Isaiah, who
foretold the birth of Jesus Christ.

*12/11 - $5.00 –
Ugly Sweater Day
Uniform Bottoms

It represents hope or expectation of the coming Messiah.

*12/11 – K & 8th
Buddies Movie
Day

Each Sunday following, an additional candle is lit. On the second Sunday of
Advent, the second purple candle called the "Bethlehem Candle," is lit.
This candle represents love and symbolizes Christ's manger.
On the third Sunday of Advent, the pink (or rose) candle is lit. This Sunday is
called Gaudete Sunday. Gaudete is a Latin word meaning "rejoice." The change
from purple to pink signifies the transition in season from repentance to
celebration.
The pink candle is called the "Shepherds Candle" and represents joy.
The last purple candle is called the "Angels Candle," It is lit on the fourth
Sunday of Advent and represents peace.
Traditionally, on Christmas Eve, the white center candle is lit. This "Christ
Candle" represents the life of Jesus Christ that has come to light the world.
It represents purity.

*12/11 – Last Day
to Turn in Order
Form for Virtual
Christmas
Program
*12/15 – 12/17 –
Middle School
Midterms
*12/17 – PK4
WhoVille Day
*12/17 – End of
the 2nd Nine
Weeks – Last Day
for Students

*12/18 – 1/3 –
Students Out for
Christmas Break
*1/4 – Students
Return to School
*1/7 – Report
Cards Go Home
*1/18 – Martin
Luther King Jr Day
-No School

2020 Christmas Program Important Information
This year’s Christmas program will look a little different as it
has in past years. Each class will be performing a song and you
will have the opportunity to view the entire school
performance virtually. There will be a professional video
available for pre-purchase at a cost of $7 per family. The last
day to turn in the form below is this Friday, December 11.

Holy Family School Participates in Santa’s Helpers Toy Drive 2020

Thank you for your generosity. We collected so many toys for the children in
need in our own community.
God bless you and your own families during this Christmas season.

Last Day to Take Accelerated Reader Test
The last day to take an Accelerated Reader test for students in grades 3rd through 8th is this Friday,
December 11. Our Librarian, Mrs. Celeste Bolotte, as well as the students’ teachers, have been
reminding students over the past few weeks, that they must read a minimum of one A/R book and
take a test before this coming Friday. This is a letter grade for each student. Please check with your
child and encourage them to take their test as soon as possible. If you have any questions about the
Accelerated Reader Program, please email your child’s teacher before Friday.

Home and School Christmas Fundraiser
Our HFS Home and School Association is such an
important and vital part of our everyday planning and
events for the students. They have teamed up with
Honey Baked Ham for a special fundraiser during the
month of December. Please see the information below
and order your office Christmas party or family Christmas
ham plus all the side dishes today!
Click on the link below to place your order:
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fhoneybakedfundraising
.com%2Ffundraisers%2Fsupport_home_and_school

Time and Talent Hours Through the HFS
Home and School Association
The HFS Home and School Association is looking for approximately 4 volunteers that are available to assist in
setting up the theater tomorrow, Tuesday, December 8, 2020, at Port Allen High School. The Christmas trees were
delivered first thing this morning and they will be decorating the trees, the stage and setting up the creche starting
at approximately 8:00 am, for the Holy Family School Virtual Christmas Program this year. We will also need a few
volunteers to assist in taking down the decorations and transporting the trees and creche back to school on
Thursday morning. If you are available (and possibly have a truck) and would like to earn some of your time and
talent hours, please contact Home and School President, Alyssa Segura, at amosegura@gmail.com.

Time and Talent Interest Over the Christmas Break
Each year, before we kick-off our Annual Open House during Catholic School’s Week, we like to have
a day or two for some campus clean-up time and grounds beautification. This is even more
important in our current COVID phase, because we want to be sure that prospective parents feel just
as comfortable stepping on to our campus as one of our existing parents would, should they need to
step on to campus for something. The ideal time for us to have the first day or two would be
between Christmas and New Year. If you think you would like to earn some of your Time and Talent
hours during this time, please email, our Advancement Director, Mrs. Annette Fitzgerald at
afitzgerald@hfspa.com. Once we see how much interest there is, we will then send out information
regarding workdays and times.

Our Prek-4, Kindergarten, 1st, 2nd, and
3rd graders had a very special visitor at
school on Friday. In preparation for the
Feast of St. Nick, this past Sunday, the
students anxiously lined up their shoes
outside of their classroom doors. Just a
few minutes before 10:00 am, the
sound of St. Nick's sleigh bells could be
heard all throughout the campus.
Before you knew it, only a flash of his
red hat could be seen, and he was out
the door leaving behind candy canes in
each and every shoe. It is a
time-honored tradition for both St.
Nick and our HFS staff and students!!!

Feast of St. Nick Fun

Middle School Mid-term Exam Schedule

Important Information Regarding Middle School
Exams, Study Guides, Absent Students, and
Dismissal Procedures
Dear Middle School Parents,
Here we are, rounding the corning on the first half of the school year and we wanted to update you on the
procedure for mid-term exams. For some of you this will be the first time your child has taken exams, so we wanted
to make sure you were aware of the process.
EXAMS
Exams begin on Tuesday, December 15th and end on Thursday, December 17th. There are two exams each day. The
first exam is from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. The second exam is at 9:40 and ends at 11:00 a.m. There is a 10-minute
break between exams.
STUDY GUIDES
In order to prepare for exams, this week of is designated as "Review Week" by all middle school teachers. Each night
(Monday through Thursday, December 7th-11th), your student will receive a set of questions from each of their
middle school teachers. There are no more than 13 questions each night from each subject for your child to answer.
The next day in class the answers will be checked for accuracy and reviewed to prepare your student for the exam.
The study guides are worth 100 points TOTAL for each subject. In other words, your child will receive a 100-point
grade in each middle school subject for completing their study guide.
ABSENT STUDENTS
All middle school students MUST take mid-term exams. If your child is absent on any of the exam days, they will be
required to stay after 11:00 a.m. to take the exam they missed on the following day. If they miss an exam on
December 17th, they will be required to come back to school on Friday, December 18th to take the missed exam.
Teachers will be on campus that day to give them their missed exam.
PICK UP PROCEDURE
Students are dismissed at 11:00 a.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday of their exams. No middle school
students will remain on campus after 11:00. PLEASE MAKE ARRANGMENTS TO HAVE YOUR CHILD PICKED UP BY
11:00 A.M. Pick up is at the bus line on Florida Blvd. You may begin lining up in your vehicle near the cafeteria door.
Please do not come inside or go to the office to pick up your child.

Additional Winter Wear Item
We have an additional winter wear item for
girls or boys that do not like to wear a hat on
cold days.
Don's is selling the navy blue and grey
headband with logo for $10.99 and it can be
left on all day if the students choose.
You will need to contact Don's directly at:
Don's Sportsman Shop
4463 LA-1 d, Port Allen, LA 70767
Phone: (225) 687-8369

